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To: Mushroom Producers in Region 1: U.S. (Except for PA and CA)
The Mushroom Council is seeking at least two candidates for one open position who are willing to serve a 3-year term of office on the Council to represent Region 1 (All states except PA and CA). The term of office will commence on January 1, 2027, and end on December 31, 2029. 
The Mushroom Council sees the pursuit of diversity in board membership as an opportunity for embracing new ideas and growth that will enable the Council to better serve the industry. Central to this effort is having leadership to serve on the Council that reflects a diversity of perspectives and opinions. The industry population is diverse, and the Council should reflect, without discrimination, that diversity in the size of operations, experience of members, methods of production and distribution, marketing strategies, and other distinguishing factors that will bring different types of individuals, perspectives, and ideas to the table.
Please note: The Council and USDA encourage all eligible producers including women, minorities, and individuals with disabilities to participate in the nominations and seek nomination to serve on the Council.

All producers, who produce, on average, over 500,000 pounds of mushrooms annually for fresh use and are not exempt may nominate one or more candidates, provided that they produce within the specified region. To qualify as a candidate or to nominate a candidate, an individual must be a producer. Producer means any person engaged in the production of mushrooms who owns or shares the ownership and risk of loss of such mushrooms and who produces, on average, over 500,000 pounds of mushrooms per year and not exempt from paying assessments.
Any producer interested in nominating a candidate to serve on the Council should submit, in writing, the following information:  

(1) Name, address, and telephone number of the candidate. 

(2) Name, address, and telephone number of the producer submitting the nomination. 

(3) Name and business title of the individual acting on behalf of the producer; and 

(4) Certification that the nominating producer produces, on average, over 500,000 pounds of mushrooms annually for fresh use in the specified region.

Candidates will be asked by the Council to certify their willingness to serve if appointed. In addition, any candidate engaged in the production of mushrooms in more than one region will be asked to elect, in writing, one region in which to be a candidate prior to the election of nominees.

Nominations must be received no later than May 1, 2026. The election of nominees will be carried out through mail balloting scheduled to begin June 3. The names of two nominees (two nominees with the highest number of votes cast and two nominees with the highest volume of production voted¹) will be submitted to the Secretary of Agriculture for consideration, by August 3. The Secretary will then appoint one of the nominees to the Council. 

Please send the nominations and required information to: 






Mushroom Council


200 NE Missouri Rd., Ste 200


Lee’s Summit, MO 64086

    Or email to: cheryl@mushroomcouncil.org
Please note the next meeting of the Mushroom Council will be held on June 1, 2026, in Washington, DC.

If you have any questions regarding the election or nomination procedure, please call (816) 251-4512.



¹ If a candidate receives both the highest number of votes cast and the highest volume of production voted, then the candidate with the second highest number of votes cast shall be nominated to the Secretary of Agriculture along with the candidate receiving the highest number of votes cast and the highest volume of production voted.

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF MUSHROOM COUNCIL MEMBERS

ROLES:
1. To serve the entire fresh mushroom industry equitably.

2. To carry out the functions of the office of Mushroom Council (Council) member and/or Officer as stated in the Mushroom Promotion, Research, and Consumer Information of 1990 Act (Act), the Mushroom Promotion, Research, and Consumer Information Order (Order), rules and regulations issued thereunder, and the Council Bylaws.

3. To focus on the development of Council policies that govern the implementation of the Council’s mission, values, vision, and key results areas as stated in the Strategic Plan.

RESPONSIBILITIES:
1. To understand and comply with the Act, the Order, rules and regulations issued thereunder, and Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) guidelines.

2. To maintain the highest standard of personal and professional conduct when representing the Council.

3. To avoid conflicts of interest and appearances of conflicts of interest.

4. To serve the fresh mushroom industry impartially, making decisions based on the welfare of the industry as a whole but not based on personal, business, or regional considerations.

5. To establish as a high priority attendance at and full participation in all meetings of the Council and any applicable committees.

6. To come prepared to discuss the issues and business to be addressed at meetings, having read the agenda and all background material relevant to the topics at hand.

7. To work with and respect the opinions of other Council members.

8. To observe parliamentary procedures and display courteous conduct in all meetings of the Council and any applicable committees.

9. To support in a positive manner all actions taken by the Council.

10. To not use for personal or business gain any information obtained in the course of serving on the Council.

11. To use Council funds only for expenses incurred specifically for Council business, within guidelines set by the Council and AMS.

12. To recognize that the services of the Council staff, public relations agency, and contractors are to serve the entire fresh mushroom industry equitably.

