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Welcome!!!

ÂWelcome ïMike Stuart, Florida Fruit and 
Vegetable Association

ÂHow we got here ïRobert Guenther, United 
Fresh Produce Association

ÂUnderstanding the new Regulation ïLloyd 
Day, Administrator, USDA Agricultural Marketing 
Service
ïAccompanied by Bob Keeney, Deputy Administrator 

and Bruce Summers, Associate Deputy Administrator

ÂQuestions & Discussion



Produce Association Co-Host
Thank You!!!

American Mushroom Institute CA Citrus Mutual
CA Grape & Tree Fruit League CA Strawberry Commission
FL Citrus Packers FL Fruit and Vegetable Assn
FL Tomato Exchange ID Grower Shipper Assn
National Potato Council National Watermelon Assn
Northwest Horticultural Council Texas Produce Association
U.S. Apple Association United Fresh Produce Assn

Fresh Produce Assn of the Americas
GA Fruit and Vegetable Growers Assn
Grower -Shipper Assn of Central CA



Produce COOL ïHow 
we got here

Robert Guenther

Senior Vice President, Public Policy

United Fresh Produce Association



Produce COOL ïHow we got here

ÂLegislative Roadmap
ï2002 Farm Bill ïUnderlying Law for COOL

ï2004 Consolidated Appropriation Actï
Delayed implementation for produce until 
September 30, 2006

ïFY 2006 Agriculture Appropriation Lawï
Delayed implementation for produce until 
September 30, 2008

ï2008 Farm Bill ïFundamental Changes to 
2002 Law



Produce COOL ïHow we got here

ÂRegulatory Road Map (major action)
ïOctober 11, 2002 ïInterim Voluntary 

Guidelines published by USDA

ïOctober 30, 2003 ïUSDA publishes Proposed 
Rule for Mandatory COOL program

ïOctober 5, 2004 ïUSDA published interim 
final rule for fish and shellfish

ïAugust 1, 2008 ïUSDA publishes interim final 
rule for produce and other covered 
commodities



Produce COOL ïHow we got here

Â2002 Farm Bill

ïRequires retailers to notify their customers of 
the origin of covered commodities

ïBasic tenet of the law!!!



Produce COOL ïHow we got here

Â2008 Farm Bill (P.L. 110 -246)
ïKey Changes to COOL law
ÁUSDA barred from requiring new record keeping 

procedures 

ÁState, commodity specific, and regional labeling 
meet COOL standards

ÁRetail liability based on ñgood faith effortò standard 

Á30-day compliance window for retailers and 
suppliers and fines limited to $1,000 per violation

ÁRetailers not liable for misinformation provided by 
suppliers



Produce COOL ïHow we got here

ÂAdditional COOL Resources 
ïProduce Associations: Websites, newsletters, 

staff contacts 

ïUnited Fresh COOL White Paper(Third Edition):  
www.unitedfresh.org

ïUSDA COOL Website: 
www.ams.usda.gov/COOL

ïAdditional Industry Education Sessions Planned 

http://www.unitedfresh.org/
http://www.ams.usda.gov/COOL


Produce Industry COOL 

Lloyd Day, Administrator

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Agricultural Marketing Service



COOL

Agricultural Marketing Service



Legislation and Related 
Activities

2002
ω2002 Farm Bill ςEnacted Mandatory COOL

2004

ωIFR published for Fish & Shellfish Only:  7CFR Part 60

ωImplementation for all other commodities delayed until 
9/30/08

2008

ω2008 Farm Bill Amended COOL provisions

ωIFR published for remaining covered commodities:  7CFR 
Part 65

ωSeptember 30, 2008 ςImplementation Date for All 
Remaining Covered Commodities

Agricultural Marketing Service



Â7 CFR Part 60 �±Fish and Shellfish 
Only

ïPublished October 5, 2004

ïEffective April 5, 2005

Â7 C FR Part 65 �±All Other Covered 
Commodities

ïPublished August 1, 2008

COOL Regulations

Agricultural Marketing Service


