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Mushroom Chain Promotion Outreach Update:  

April 2008

What we are working on 
	Chain 
	Status 
	Term 
	Promo 
	Menu Dev. 
	Notes/Next steps 

	Applebee’s 

Apple American
	Conference call with Marketing on March 13

Largest franchisee is interested in promoting mushrooms (184+ units)
	Short and Long

Short
	No
Yes
	No 

TBD
	Applebees declined opportunity to partner this year. Shifting focus to 2009.
Working on server-incentive promotion focused on mushroom items 

	Darden (Season’s 52) 
	Met April 16 in Orlando. 
	Short 
	TBD 
	No 
	Working through PR contact; exploring online promo partnership 

	IHOP
	Submitted concepts 4/18, IHOP picked 15 to test with consumers this summer. 
Top performers will be brought to life in kitchen, then to stores in late fall.
	Short and Long
	TBD
	Yes
	Follow-up during summer concept testing, kitchen sessions in fall if mushroom concepts succeed. 

	Moe’s Southwest Grill
	Met with Moe’s April 15, currently testing mushroom items.  

New burrito item in test stores in August 2008. 
	Short
	Yes
	Yes
	We’ll work with Moe’s to support product launch in late 2008 or early 2009.

	Ruth’s Chris
	Met April 15, new mushroom appetizer in development. 
	Short
	Yes
	Yes
	Working with the marketing department to develop server promotion for fall 08.

	T.G.I. Friday’s


	Met with purchasing contact in Dallas
	Short
	No


	Yes
	Following up with culinary department

	Ted’s Montana Grill
	Unable to schedule a meeting in Atlanta in April
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD
	Following up via phone

	Boston’s Pizza 
	Presented Menu Analysis in March.  Discussed opportunity for waitstaff incentive and menu development 
	Short 
	Yes 
	2008 
	Begin negotiating waitstaff promotion; possible meeting in May during NRA

	Universal Studios
	Negotiating a promotion with head of Food & Beverage April 08.

	Short 
	No
	No
	Not going to pursue opportunity: consumer visibility/sales volume doesn’t justify cost.

	Mexican Initiative 
	Exploring opportunities with Uno Mas, Don Pablo’s, Baja Fresh, Moe’s Southwest Grill, Abuelo’s.  
	Long 
	TBD 
	TBD 
	Will look for case history and then leverage with others. 

	Panera (Breakfast): 
	Breakfast ideation held January 8-10.
	Short 
	No 
	Yes 
	Meeting with culinary team during NRA (May)

	Burger King: 
	Mushroom LTO planned for later this year. International division is testing a new concept using domestic (U.S.) mushrooms. 
	Short + Long 
	Yes
	TBD 
	Will meet with Marketing in late Spring.

	Sodexho Retail Brand Group 
	Negotiating possible promotion with Pandini’s brand. Setting meeting for Q3 for menu development. 
	Short + Long 
	Yes 
	Yes 
	Evaluating promotional opp; setting date. 

	Brio/Bravo 
	Conducted a Menu Immersion in joint effort with Pork Board. 
	Short + Long 
	Yes 
	Done 
	Awaiting feedback from Culinary Team.  Meet with Marketing Team in April. 

	Wawa 
	Positive feedback on Mushrooms and Mushroom concepts presented to Menu Development.  
	Long
	Yes 
	TBD 
	Culinary presenting ideas to Marketing for 2008-2009 planning

	Subway: 
	Presented to Breakfast Marketing. Lunch/dinner item in test
	Short + long 
	Yes 
	TBD 
	Attempting to set meeting with R&D for Lunch and Dinner

	Biaggi’s 
	Interested in mushrooms.  Already a heavy user. 
	Long 
	TBD 
	TBD 
	Setting meeting in May


What’s Ahead 
	Chain 
	Status 
	Term 
	Promo 
	Menu Dev. 
	Notes 

	Lackmann 
	Potential future meeting 
	TBD 
	TBD 
	TBD 
	Contract mgmt firm in FL and NY 

	Panera (Lunch): 
	Long-term relationship. Concept development in 2008 
	Long 
	TBD 
	2008 
	Proposal in to do culinary development in late summer 2008 

	Wyndham Hotels 
	Omni contact moved to Wyndham. Wants to schedule training for staff and promotion 
	Long 
	TBD 
	TBD 
	Meeting scheduled for May

	Guggenheimer 
	In touch via phone. Seeking mtg. in early Summer 
	TBD 
	TBD 
	TBD 
	Previous relationship 

	Wendy’s Breakfast: 
	Met on February 14 with Breakfast Marketing and R&D 
	TBD 
	No 
	TBD 
	Wendy’s introduced Mushrooms last year. Determining if that LTO will be revisited 

	Carl’s, Jr. (CKE) 
	Mushroom bfast items performed well in test kitchen, need to roll out to field 
	TBD 
	TBD 
	TBD 
	Opportunity to work with Carl’s and Hardee’s 

	Brinker (Romano’s Macaroni Grill): 
	Attempting to breach other Brinker concepts. Dates being reviewed. 
	Short + long 
	Yes 
	2008 
	Romano’s introduced new Mushroom items. Concept up for sale by Brinker 

	Baja Fresh: 
	Developed concepts in April 2007 
	Long 
	TBD 
	Yes 
	Will revisit as part of mex. initiative in 2008 


